Gray & New Gloucester Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition 
Thursday, May 20th, 8:30AM-9:45AM—Gray-New Gloucester High School
Meeting Minutes

I. Welcome & introductions 
a. In attendance:
i. Bruce Macomber, New Gloucester Parks & Rec Comm. (Coalition Chair) 

ii. Shawn O’Leary, Captain, Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office
iii. Joan Tremberth, Adult Education Director, MSAD15

iv. Suzanne DiBella-Olson, Research and Project Assistant, MESAP, Medical Care Development
v. Emily Wolff, Project Manager, 21 Reasons Mentoring Program, Medical Care Development
b. Changes at 21 Reasons

i. Sadly, Emily has left the Gray & New Gloucester Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition and 21 Reasons as of Friday, May 21st.  Emily has accepted a position as Program Manager at PROP working on nutrition initiatives.  

1. Erica Schmitz and Suzanne DiBella-Olson will be the group’s main contacts at 21 Reasons through the summer.  In August, when the group hears about the DFC Mentor grant, there will be a hiring process to hire someone to permanently serve in Emily’s place as Coalition Coordinator.

a. Erica’s email: eschmitz@mcd.org
b. Suzanne’s email: sdibella@mcd.org 

c. Party Patrol kits

i. The Cumberland County Underage Drinking Enforcement Task Force (CCUDETF) has put together party patrol kits based on recommendations from the Maine Office of Substance Abuse.  These kits include items like cameras, PBTs (breathalyzers), white boards, and best practices and are meant to make it easier for law enforcement to break up underage drinking parties.  A kit will be distributed to every law enforcement agency in Cumberland County, including the Sheriff’s office.

d. Current and Future HMP funding

i. Emily shared that HMP funding for substance abuse prevention work (July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011)  has been dramatically cut, and so Casco Bay C.A.N. will receive a very limited amount of HMP funding for next year.  This will fund:
1. Two Seller-Server Trainings with Frank Lyons
2. Mini-grants for law enforcement in Casco Bay to use towards compliance checks
a. Party patrols will not be funded by this HMP money.
Instead, OSA is currently seeking proposals from Maine law enforcement agencies to expand the Strategic Underage Drinking Prevention Enforcement project by implementing additional law enforcement strategies to reduce underage drinking.  All Casco Bay law enforcement are encouraged to apply for these grants!  FMI and for the RFP:  http:www.maine.gov/dhhs/rfp
ii. Since the group is in an in-between period while we await funding news, 21 Reasons will not have the staff time to dedicate to events, meetings, etc.  However, we can still assist via email and help to plan things as well as get materials to the group.
II. Summer events planning
a. Speaking to alcohol retailers
i. On a volunteer basis, some of the members of the G-NG Coalition will go to the alcohol retailers in the community to introduce themselves and offer assistance through CardME.  Volunteers would give retailers a 1 page handout about the G-NG Coalition and a 1 page handout about what materials are offered through CardME.

1. CardME is a program offered through the Maine Office of Substance Abuse which helps provide retailers with the tools that they need such as signage and best practices to responsibly run their establishment.

2. Through June, 21 Reasons could take phone calls from retailers and order CardME and other OSA materials for them.

ii. Suzanne will attach a list of liquor licensees in GNG to the meeting minutes email.

b. Elementary school totes

i. The Coalition would like to put the 1 page G-NG Coalition handout in the totes that go home to parents in the younger grades.  Once this is O.K.’d through Vicky Burns, Joan Tremberth will help to organize printing and getting the handout into the totes.

c. Some other possibilities for tabling and handing out materials over the summer are the ice cream social, Gray days, and the community fair.  Suzanne will coordinate with coalition members throughout the summer to help plan these tabling events and to provide materials for these events.
d. On the G-NG Coalition 1 page handout (see email attachment), Suzanne’s contact information will be replaced with Bruce’s.  Bruce will then direct any questions that he can’t answer to Suzanne.

III. Name Brainstorm

a. The group came up with a potential name: GNG Cares

i. This lends itself to the tagline, “GNG Cares about…”.  What the group cares about can change depending on the event and audience.

b. If anyone has any thoughts about this name, or any other suggestions for a name, please email Suzanne DiBella-Olson at sdibella@mcd.org.

IV. Table Talks

a. We are still trying to hold two more Table Talks before the end of June. If you know anyone who may want to host a Table Talk, please direct them to Suzanne DiBella-Olson.

V. Our next meeting will be held on October 7th from 8:30-9:45am at the GNG High School.  

Please join us for our next meeting:
Thursday, October 7th, 8:30am-9:45am
Room 164 in the Gray-New Gloucester High School.

