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to prevent underage drinking.
..what’s your reason?
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Website www.21reasons.org
Portland Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 28, 3:00-4:30

PATHS
196 Allen Avenue

Present:
Amanda Edgar, Community Health Promotion Specialist, Portland Health and Human Services 

Simon Thompson, student, Portland High School

Abby Hudson, student, Portland High School

Will Nelligan, Community member

Officer Ray Ruby, Portland Police Department 
Jim Bourque, Vice President, Nappi Distributors
Leslie LaFrance, Education Program Manager, SARSSM

Sue Steele, Safe and Drug Free School Coordinator, Portland Public Schools

Caroline Raymond, Program Manager, Day One

Jo Morrissey, Assistant Project Director, 21 Reasons

Jennifer Hodsdon, STOP Grant Coordinator, 21 Reasons

Laura Romanella, Project Assistant, 21 Reasons

Absent: 
Sister Patricia Pora, Director, Hispanic Outreach – Diocese of Portland 

Tom Handel, Executive Director, Community Television Network

Joanne West, Assistant Program Manager, Day One

Sergeant Charles Libby, Portland Police Department

Lauren Grousd, Project Coordinator, Real Life Real Talk

Leslie Lennig, Director of Juvenile Corrections, Learning Works

Tezita Negussie, Minority Health Promotion Specialist, Minority Health Program

Christine Thibeault, Assistant District Attorney, Chief, Juvenile Division

Stephanie Duggan, Coordinator of Diversion and Rehabilitation Programs, District Attorney’s Office

Mary Greenvall, Program Director, Boys and Girls Club Southern ME 

1) Visioning activity – What will we accomplish/what does Portland look like in 2015?
Several visions were similar across the groups who reported out:
· Parents/teachers/school staff would be role models (i.e. no providing alcohol to kids, no glamorizing their alcohol use stories)

· Increased perception of being caught by law enforcement (for drinking or furnishing)

Other visions include:

· A youth court for drug and alcohol offenses

· Police will hear about parties from parents and/or students

· Youth know and understand the harm of underage drinking

· Parents know the consequences and health risks as well

· All school coaches/new employees get alcohol “modeling” training

· Decreased acceptance of underage drinking and decreased binge drinking

· More activities – a new skate park, school gyms being open on nights and weekends

· Large co-curricular events for more than just competitive sports

· “Furnishing only has to do with decorating”

· Increased fines for possession by consumption

· Alcohol will be virtually impossible for youth to access – too expensive, etc.

· Underage drinking will not be viewed as a rite of passage

· Local media won’t glamorize use, will increase coverage of violations/consequences

· High school parents all “on board” – don’t condone use as kids get older

· Classes for parents re: underage drinking/adult modeling

· A text tip line to report underage drinking parties

2) MYDAUS/MIYHS – The Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey (MYDAUS) is now the Maine Integrated Youth Health Survey (MIYHS). The first MIYHS was taken in 2009 and covers a broader range of health issues than just drug and alcohol use. Some important notes and preliminary data:

· Because of the new format and other changes, the MYDAUS and the MIYHS are really not comparable (i.e., you cannot combine results from the two to get historic or trend data). The 2009 MIYHS results should be considered a new baseline.

· Some preliminary data: Overall, Portland’s alcohol use was lower than state levels in various sections.

· See detailed information on MIYHS attached

· Jo will make sure the steering committee workplan matches the newest data

3) Other updates – 

Prom photo contest: we have a winner! The cards have been printed and distributed to participating florist, tux rental, and limo companies, just in time for prom season.

Steering Committee turnovers:

· Unfortunately, Amanda Woolford is no longer able to serve on this committee; in addition, the DA’s office may not be able to regularly send a representative
· Who do we need to recruit? 
· Jo challenged those present to think of at least one person and invite them to a meeting, especially parents or coaches/athletic directors

· Other suggestions were for someone from Hannaford’s or another large area corporation
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Jo is presenting at Grand Rounds in early June, and will be providing information on screening, brief intervention, referral, and treatment (SBIRT), in addition to providing a particular screening called the CRAFFT (for more on the CRAFFT, visit www.ceasar-boston.org/clinicians/crafft.php. 
Finally, 21 Reasons has a new office space! We are now located at 48 Free Street, Suite 208, in Portland. We’re so excited about our new space, and we love being close to Monument Square and the Old Port! (Please note that our phone and fax numbers remain the same)
FUTURE Meeting Dates for 2009-2010. All meetings held Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30

September 23




February 24
October 21




March 17 (
November 18




April 28 – PATHS 196 Allen Ave.
December 16




May 26:   PATHS 196 Allen Ave
January 20




June 16
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