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to prevent underage drinking.
..what’s your reason?
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Portland Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 21, 3:00-4:30

175 Lancaster Street, Suite 220A
Present:
Tezita Negussie, Minority Health Promotion Specialist, Minority Health Program

Sister Patricia Pora, Director, Hispanic Outreach – Diocese of Portland

Tom Handel, Executive Director, Community Television Network

Jim Bourque, Vice President, Nappi Distributors

Leslie LaFrance, Education Program Manager, SARSSM

Caroline Raymond, Program Manager, Day One

Jo Morrissey, Assistant Project Director, 21 Reasons

Jennifer Hodsdon, STOP Grant Coordinator, 21 Reasons

Laura Romanella, Project Assistant, 21 Reasons

Absent:

Sue Steele, Safe and Drug Free School Coordinator, Portland Public Schools

Simon Thompson, student, Portland High School

James Sweatt, Lieutenant, Portland Police Department

Christine Thibeault, Assistant District Attorney, Chief, Juvenile Division

Stephanie Duggan, Coordinator of Diversion and Rehabilitation Programs, District Attorney’s Office
Amanda Edgar, Community Health Promotion Specialist, Portland Health and Human Services
Amanda Woolford, Juvenile Community Corrections Officer, Department of Corrections
Joanne West, Assistant Program Manager, Day One

Lauren Grousd, Project Coordinator, Real Life Real Talk

Leslie Lennig, Director of Juvenile Corrections, Learning Works

Mary Greenvall, Program Director, Boys and Girls Club Southern ME

1) Meeting ground rules: Jo suggested that the committee should set some basic ground rules for the rest of this year’s meetings. Three rules were suggested and approved:

· “Step up, step back” – monitor your contributions to the discussion. Step up if you haven’t been speaking, or step back if you are hearing your voice a lot.

· Turn your electronics off!

· Reserve judgment on other’s contributions/listen objectively

2) Email communication: Jo checked in with committee members as to the level of communication regarding current events. Several people said they like receiving multiple emails in a week, as it made them feel “in the loop”, even if the emails weren’t read immediately. Another option would be for Jo to send out a weekly update email, plus specific emails for time-sensitive items. 
Action: Jo & Jen to send out weekly updates, summarizing all of what’s happening.

3)Membership guidelines: No quorum was present, so the approval of the guidelines has been tabled until the next meeting.

4) Bar dispersal and legislative updates: Jo testified at both the Planning Board meeting and the City Council meeting in order to persuade the City to keep the 100’ bar dispersal ordinance – which prohibits businesses with liquor and entertainment licenses from operating within 100’ of each other. Luckily, the ordinance remains in effect after a very close 5-4 vote of the City Council. For more information, email Jo at jmorrissey@mcd.org, and she can send information about Portland’s ordinances and how other cities are using land use ordinances to regulate bar dispersal.
The Maine Alliance to Prevent Substance Abuse (MAPSA) has developed a useful summary of relevant 2009 legislative updates. This document will be attached to this email, please print and put it in your binders under the “Assessment” tab.
- LD498 allows for beer, wine, and liquor tastings on off-premise licensee locations, with a specific provision that “taste-testing activities must be conducted in a manner that precludes the possibility of observation by children”. There have been several emergency bills proposed regarding this provision, as some believe it unfairly targets small mom-and-pop stores.

-LD989 allows stores such as Hannaford’s to apply for a dual liquor license – both on and off-premise – as long as there is a full kitchen on-site. The store would then be able to serve wine with meals served out of the kitchen or café. This law would be hard to enforce in several areas. Action note: Jo is going to find out who proposed this bill.
-LD1008 allows for direct shipment of wine to homes, essentially making your UPS driver a beverage server. Jo believes there may be an emergency bill that will be proposed by the Governor regarding this bill.

-LD758 is a positive change and allows municipalities and counties to require bartender training for on-premise licensees as a prerequisite for receiving a liquor license. Moving forward, this bill will hopefully be expanded to statewide mandatory trainings by 2011, and include off-premise locations as well.

5) Community Opinion Survey review: those present reviewed the questions on the survey sent out by email before the meeting. Changes are as follows (the new version will be emailed to committee members and will be available on our website (click here), please add to your binder’s “Assessment” tab):

· Question 1: allow respondents to check more than one category, add category for “non-parent community member”.

· Question 2: change “violence” to “violence/assault”, and ad “burglary/theft”.

· Question 3: add “unaware”.

· Question 4: Keep “tobacco”, “alcohol”, “marijuana”, and “inhalants”, combine other drugs into categories (i.e., “stimulants”, “narcotics”, “opiates”, etc., including examples).
· Question 10: add “Don’t drink and drive”.
· Question 14: change “Parents don’t know what to do” to “Parents don’t know what to do about youth substance abuse”, and change “Youth think it’s cool or expected of them” to “Youth think it’s cool, expected of them, or needed to fit in”.

Next, Jo asked everyone to brainstorm how we can get the survey to the sectors listed in Question 1. Some ideas: 

· Sue Steele may be able to send the surveys to the school administrators, students, and parents. UPDATE: DONE!
· Tezita is going to ask if the survey can be given to the upcoming minority population focus groups. UPDATE: We’re working on it now!
· Could ask teachers/schools to distribute the surveys at parent-teacher conferences; alternatively, 21 Reasons could table at conferences and hand out the surveys that way—anyone know how to coordinate this?
· The question arose regarding language barriers for adults/parents – one suggestion was to distribute them in LearningWorks English classes for translation—anyone know how to coordinate this? 
· Sister Pora mentioned interpreters could administer the survey in a focus group setting. Is there anyone w/expertise and access to do this piece? We can input results from paper surveys.

· Sister Pora mentioned someone administering the survey to inmates and administrators at the jail. Is there anyone interested in doing this? We can input results from paper surveys.

· Several people agreed that participation might increase if a raffle were to be held as incentive, but privacy issues would need to be considered if respondents were giving out contact information on this type of survey

6) Community focus group/1x1’s/Opinion Survey: The following is a list of potential groups Jo could contact to hold focus groups or conduct 1x1’s, as well as send the Portland Community Opinion Survey to. Focus Groups and 1x1’s would allow us  to drill down a little deeper to get answers to the question, “why here” when analyzing  information from our Community Opinion Survey.

 If you have contact information for these groups or have a suggestion to add to the list, please email Jo at jmorrissey@mcd.org.

Preble Street
LearningWorks

Parent organizations

Rotary club

Lions Club

Shriners

Athletic coaches

Key Club

School social workers

OSA – for data

CPPC – Robbie Lipsman

PSTC – Julia

McCauley Residence (transition housing)

Social work/Mercy Hospital

Sudanese Community Association

NAACP Health and Youth committees

Parkside Neighborhood Association

Other small immigrant/refugee organizations

Portland Youth Advisory Council

Boys & Girls Clubs – Mary Greenvall

Muskie School researchers

LeAnn Dodge

League of Young Voters

Girl/Boy Scouts

Portland Parks & Rec afterschool program

Munjoy Hill Neighborhood Association

MIYA

Long Creek administrators

Rwandan Women’s group – meets at Sacred Heart, contact Ali Kabirigi

Faith groups – Hispanic, Muslims/mosques, Chestnut St. Methodist

FUTURE Meeting Dates for 2009-2010. All meetings held Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30, 175 Lancaster Street

September 23

October 21

November 18

December 16

January 20

February 17

March 17 (
April 21

May 19

June 16

